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South Carolina Vs. Abraham Lincoln
According to secessionists, the Constitution had granted each state the right to leave the greater Union. However, after the election, in the inaugural address, Lincoln stated that the states did not have this privilege. Notably, he opposed secession due to several reasons. First, he argued that it was primarily impossible for the states to separate due to the geographical location. In addition, he argued that secession was unlawful despite states like South Carolina arguing that they had the right to do so. Additionally, Lincoln argued that if a government allowed a secession to occur, this act would disintegrate into anarchy (Lincoln, 1861). That is, the state would lack the fundamental laws to govern their people, resulting in lawlessness. Besides, the Union's Constitution played an essential role in providing the basic but important governing laws for the states within it. Moreover, he stated that the Americas are friends but not enemies. 
Therefore, this meant that there was always a way to tolerate each other despite the social differences. Whether from the minority or any other group, the bond of affection was primarily unbreakable. Lastly, Lincoln stated that a call for secession would destroy the existing democracy, which the world looked up to. Besides, this display would prove to the world that the rule of people by the people for the people cannot survive. Besides, the democratic type of leadership had been tried by other nations, but they had terribly failed because it faced massive opposition.  However, the Union, that is, the United States, had tried to experiment with this type of self-government, and they seemed successful. Therefore, Lincoln understood well when he described the United States as the last standing hope for the world. Hence, he believed that if the war was lost at this stage, it will not only be the end of the party or his political career or the larger nation, but it will be the end of what was perhaps viewed as a democratic form of government (Lincoln, 1861). 
Notably, the Lincoln speech was largely motivated by South Carolina's decision to depart for the Union. Besides, they argued that there was an increasing hostility from the part of the non-slaveholding States to the slavery institution. Due to the northern states' failure to uphold the Fugitive Slave Act, they used this as their basic argument for their secession (Cauthen, 2005). Besides, they also argued that the Federal government was basically a common agent, which endorsed laws that promoted what they termed as a States' stipulations. Notably, their law was executed for many years. South Carolina, being part of the greater South which upholds slavery because they felt that they needed them, and the North seemed to oppose their views, then trigged South Carolina's decision to depart for the Union. However, Lincoln argued that the Constitution can always be adjusted to meet all our demands (Lincoln, 1861). Hence this did not mean that the nation should result in what Lincoln termed as war which would endanger the democracy which they had fought for a long time, and they were viewed as the world's best example.  
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